EVELYN'S  WORKS
appearing as lately as 1933. The "prodigious
annoyance" to which Evelyn drew public attention
not having yet been removed, those who are fighting
the smoke nuisance even now like to preface their
arguments with quotations from the pen of a seven-
teenth-century Londoner. In his dedicatory letter to
the King he begins:
"It was one day as I was walking in your Majesty's
palace of Whitehall (where I have sometimes the
honour to refresh myself with the sight of your
illustrious presence, which is the joy of your people's
hearts) that a presumptuous smoke issuing from one
or two tunnels near Northumberland House and not
far from Scotland Yard, did so invade the court, that
all the rooms, galleries, and places about it were filled
and infested with it; and that to such a degree, as
men could hardly discern one another for the cloud,
and none could support without manifest incon-
veniency. It was not this which did first suggest to
me what I had long since conceived against this
pernicious accident upon frequent observation, but
it was this alone and the trouble it must needs pro-
cure to your Sacred Majesty as well as hazard to your
health which kindled this indignation of mine
against it and was the occasion of what it has pro-
duced in these papers."
He declares "the evil is so epidemical, indangering
as well the health of your subjects as it sullies the
glory of this your imperial seat.53 In his exordium to
the reader he states his case:
"That this glorious and ancient city which from
wood might be rendered brick and (like another
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